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The growth and care of the herbarium is but a small field in the 
realm of botany, and there is no ieason why the Academv may 
not occupy in time a foremost place among the institutions of the 
world in the advancement of this amiable science, when it possesses 
resources commensurate with the full measure of the task. 

Meetings of the Section have been held regularly, except during 
the three summer months. Valuable communications have been 
made at each meeting, some of which have been accepted as of 
original merit for the Proceediniys of the Academy. 

The officers elected for the year ensuing were: 
Director, . . . . . Thomas Meehan. 
Vice-Director, . . . . George M. Beringer. 
Recorder, . . . . John W. Harshberger. 
Treasurer and Conservator, . Stewardson Brown. 
Corresponding Secretary, . . Joseph D. Crawford. 
Ececatire Committee, . . George M. Beringer, 

Thomas Meehan, 
Stewardson Brown, 
Joseph D. Crawford, 
Dr. Ida A. Keller. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS MEEfAN, 

Director. 

Report of the Conservator. -The mounting of the plants in the 
general herbarium has been finished through the Exogens, and it 
is expected that this entire work will be Wompleted during the 
coming year. The work has been accomplished through the untir- 
ing efforts of the Director of the Section, Mr. Thomas Meehan, 
aided by Mr. Uselma C. Smith, with the official aid of the Con- 
servator, who in May became a member of the working staff of the 
Academy by his appointment as an assistant to the Curators. He 
has thus been enabled to devote his entire time to the work in hand, 
and, with the employment of a permanent assistant in the herba- 
rium, 14,000 sheets of specimens have been arranged during the 
year. 

While a rapid completion of the work of mounting the herba- 
rium would thus be indicated, there yet remains a vast accumula- 
tion of material, including the C. WV. Short herbarium and several 
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smaller collections, which, at the present rate of progress, will take 
several years to properly arrange. 

It is also proposed, during the coming year to rename the North 
American species to conform with the modern ideas of nomencla- 
ture. This in itself will be a vast work, but the Conservator has 
been promised liberal assistance to aid in its accomplishment. 

Notwithstanding that two years ago nine new cases were provided 
to relieve the congested condition of the collections, the cases are 
again becoming overcrowded, and additional accommodation is 
required for the arrangement of the specimens after mounting and 
for the placing of the natural growth tlhrough accessions. 

The Cyperace2e, Grainineoe and Pteridophytes are at present in 
the room devoted to North American plants, because of the impos- 
-sibilitv of placing them systematically with the rest of the herba- 
rium owing to the lack of casiing. 

It seems very advisable that all the general collections should be 
arranged together in sequence, and in order to accomplish this 
and relieve the overcrowded condition, as well as provide for the 
several special collections which are now wholly unprovided for, 
the Conservator recommends the erection of cases on the remain- 
ing wall space in the Botanical rooms on the library floor. 

In the latter part of May the herbarium of the late Charles 
Eastwick Smith was received at the Academy. It contains 
nearly 5,000 species, about half of which were collected within the 
fifteen-mile radius of the City Hall, the balance being largely 
plants which were no doubt, with a few exceptions, received in 
exchange. The latter part of the collection is unusually rich in 
Carices and the Juncacee, two arroups in which Mr. Smith was 
particularly interested. It contains a full set of Engelmann's 
herbarium Juncorum Boreali-Americanorum, Normale, as well as a 
partial set of the species of the " Southern Flora" collected by 
Drs. Chapman and B. F. Saurman. Of these plants 1, 200 sheets 
have been mounted and. the balance will be completed during the 
coming vear. These and other accessions to the herbarium, 
amounting to 7,000 specimens, are recorded in the list of accessions 
to the Museum. 

STk.WARDSON BROWN, 

Conservator. 
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